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“It does not require a majority to prevail, but rather an irate, tireless minority keen to set 
brush fires in people’s minds.” –Samuel Adams  

 Town Crier Committee Report       Vol. 8 No 01 

            The Truth makes us free…We live in an Era of Lies                                                                                                            

 

October 1, 2018 

The Black Hole of 
Evil Consumes US 
Overt and Covert Forces in 
Senate Redefine America 
Our founding fathers vested the voice of the people in the House of 
Representatives and the voice of the States of this Republic in the Senate.                                         
Over one hundred years ago, 105 years to be exact, the seeds of the debacle                                  Photo by TCCR Staff   
that took place this past week, in the  Senate Committee hearing, were sown. Last week’s Kavanaugh story 
really began on April 8, 1913. That was the date that changed the U.S. Senate from a body which represented 
the interests of the States to a body of “Super-delegates”, with the ratification of the 17th Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. It was the progressive transformation of the central government from a 
“Democratic Republic” to a democracy. It’s something that the Founding Fathers would have resisted with all 
of their might. They thoroughly understood that democracies are short-term identities that end up in tyranny. 
The 17th Amendment ultimately converted the Senate from the deliberative body to an institution governed 
by mob rule. Clearly, that was the situation this past Thursday and Friday. 

September 28, 2018, may well end up being the moment in history when the concept of due process, the 
presumption of innocence and equal justice under the law, died. The evil, slanderous, overt attack of Brett 
Kavanaugh and the abusive manipulation of Christine Blasey Ford by the Democrats and Ford’s legal counsel 
were clearly evident for all to see. 
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While there was a “Jackass” in the room, it should be pointed out that there was also an 
“Elephant” in the room. And that elephant was equally engaged in subverting Trump’s 
ability to transform the Supreme Court. The elephant, however, covertly resisted Brett 
Kavanaugh’s confirmation. By appointing Rachel Mitchell, an experienced prosecutor, 
the GOP Senators sought to hide. While Mitchell was effective in exposing the 
manipulation of Ms. Ford and inconsistencies in her presentation, in hindsight, the 
seesaw effect of five minutes on with five minutes of Democratic slander, repeated 
again and again, was not very influential. The general observation at the time of the 
lunch break was that the Kavanaugh confirmation was in serious trouble. We believe    

FB Image                            this was an intentional move on the part of the GOP. The Republicans had come to a 
gunfight with a knife. 

GOP on Hot Tin Roof 
Both the Republican and Democrat leadership is dedicated to preventing President Trump from exposing the 
corruption in Washington, DC. “Draining the Swamp” terrifies the Congress. The intertwining going on of 
former presidents and the Congress itself, who often permit the bureaucracy to set the agenda, could never 
survive the scrutiny. The true horror of “Big Government” would be laid bare for all to see. 

 Justice under the law requires prosecution. Resisting the President’s judicial appointments is a tactic to keep 
Trump’s “Deep State” inquiries confined. It is accurate to say that there are Republicans who would prefer a 
Democratic victory in November, in order to prevent Trump’s Deep State exposure. 

Maybe the only truth that prevailed from the committee members throughout the course of the day was 
Lindsay Graham’s suggestion to Kavanaugh, “If you’re looking for a fair process, you came to the wrong town 
at the wrong time.” He went on to call the process, “A sham!” 

It was Kavanaugh’s own impassioned attack on the Committee itself, exposing the dishonesty of the 
Committee and the hypocritical process that won the day for him. Kavanaugh’s raw emotion, which he 
displayed in revealing the pain that he had suffered, the anguish on his wife’s face coupled with the awakening 
of the audience that had a profound effect on the committee, at least for the moment.  

 But the “flakes” were quick to reorganize the situation the next 
morning. Particularly one flake, namely Senator Jeff Flake from 
Snowflake, Arizona, no less. Whether Senator Flake “flaked” 
because of a Saul Alinsky styled attack by two screaming leftist 
protestors at the elevator, [See picture left] or because of a 
secret meeting he held with the Democrat Committee Members 
in a small antechamber or whether the GOP leadership was 
involved in the decision. The only way the Republicans could get 
to a “vote to proceed” from the Committee was to extend the 
floor vote a week and order an FBI investigation. The extension 

CNN FB Image                                                               will provide time for more superfluous allegations to be made 
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with further demands for investigations and further extensions. Exactly what the minority wanted.  

If Republicans cannot stand up for Kavanaugh, they will undermine the Republican base. With the election 
coming up in a little over a month, the pundits speculate that failure to confirm Kavanaugh will result in the 
Republicans losing control of the House and maybe the Senate as well. Others speculate that it will be the end 
of the Republican Party itself. 

Those speculations, as horrific as they are, are nothing compared to the inability of the current system to 
attract honorable, constitutionally orientated people of goodwill and high ethics. Why should anyone subject 
his family and himself to the slander and abuse of those hypocrites who sit in judgment? We may have already 
reached the point where only corrupt and/or corruptible candidates can be nominated and confirmed. Evil 
begets evil. If this is the state of affairs, then we have already redefined America to a course of derogation and 
decline. 

The Republicans are on a “hot tin roof”. They do not have a history of making good Constitutional decisions.                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                
Like our Facebook Page            https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/ 

October 2, 2018 

When the Reckonings 
Come Due 
By John Knapp 
 
Reckoning is mostly an accountant's term for counting and computing, eventually 
leading to a statement of a sum due. When your Applebee's waitress brings you the 
bill (the reckoning) at the end of your meal, you pay on your way out, and you 
voluntarily settle the account.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  Knapp Photo 

In a courtroom, when you stand guilty before the judge, he hands you the 'bill', the reckoning, of the damage 
for which you shall be held accountable. The judge is the accountant here, and your sentence is meant to 
settle your 'bill'. You will settle it, even if involuntarily. 
 
There are small reckonings, and larger ones, historical reckonings.  In 1517, Martin Luther nailed "Ninety-Five 
Theses' to a Catholic Chapel Door in Wittenberg, Germany. Martin Luther began the reckoning, the settlement 
of accounts, against a corrupt Catholic Church, and the Protestant Reformation was born.  
 
In 1620, English citizens sailed to America to escape religious persecution, thus beginning the reckoning that 
Thomas Jefferson would so eloquently record 150 years later in the Declaration of Independence. The 

https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/
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Revolutionary War ended King George's tyrannical rule, and the Pilgrims' reckoning, at long last, was achieved. 
The United States would become a sovereign nation. 
 
But the Founders made a critical mistake at The Constitutional Convention of 1787. After 7 long years of war 
for their own freedom and liberty, the states were unable to agree on the subject of slavery. So, the scourge of 
slavery would continue in the newly-free, now United States. Hoping for the best, the Founders kicked this 
dangerous can down the road. 
 
A reckoning for continued slavery would come in 1861 with the Civil War. And what a painful reckoning it 
was....nearly 620,000 dead Americans in the most deadly war America has ever fought. But slavery in America 
was ended. 
 
World War II was the world's reckoning for the world's mishandling of the aftermath of World War I, and for 
allowing Adolf Hitler and Nazi-ism its initial breathing room. That reckoning ended up costing the world over 
60 million lives, which was about 3% of the world's population at the time. 
 
This brings us up to our American era, this era we know best. We have many loose ends hanging. Each of these 
bills due must come to its proper reckoning that our American Exceptionalism may persevere, lest America 
become a land foreign to us. To wit: 
 

1) Socialism must be discredited. President Trump just addressed the United Nations, and in his 
speech he pointed out that Socialism, in all its iterations, has never worked, cannot work. Nazis, 
Communists, Marxists, Islam.....they are all tyrannical, political dead ends. Rush Limbaugh said it best, 
that 'What's mostly wrong in this world is a shortage of Capitalism.'  
 
Socialism is such an easy sell - the politics of envy, the lust for political control by a ruling elite. It is 
the slowly-creeping enemy of liberty, enemy of the spirit of the U.S. Constitution. Therefore, 
Socialists are not to be compromised with, they are to be defeated. Where is there any wisdom in 
Socialists being U.S. Government employees? In the early 1950s, Senator Joseph McCarthy was 
hounded out of office for his un-American Activities investigations. He died a drunk, yet he was surely 
on to something. 
 
This brings us to the current Senate Confirmation Hearings of Donald Trump’s nominee, the Hon. 
Brett Kavanaugh, to fill the SCOTUS vacancy of retiring Justice Anthony Kennedy. On full display this 
week...there are no depths of depravity which the democrats will not plumb in order to get their way. 
Their Liberalism has blossomed into full-blown Socialist behavior. They have no civility, no sense of 
decency, no honor about them, no respect for the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, or We the 
People. Their behavior is depraved, that of would-be tyrants. They have willingly become the focus of 
evil in modern-day America. Democrats have a serious day of reckoning due them. 
 
2) Any nation with porous borders is not secure, nor will it remain a nation over time. Unregulated, 
un-assimilated immigration will change the nature of the host country. E. Pluribus Unum, 'from many, 
one', gets hopelessly lost in runaway 'diversity.' At some point, diversity becomes weakness. Half the 
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population of Los Angeles does not speak English at home. Illegal Immigration is due a serious 
reckoning. 
 
3) Not so long ago, a person's citizenship was his birthright, and he inherited his citizenship from his 
parents, his natural birthright. The myth of the 'Anchor Baby' is just that, a myth. One's citizenship is 
not determined by the geographical location of his birth. America is the only country that bequeaths 
American Citizenship status like this. It needs a reckoning. 
 
4) Is it possible for Americans' faith in their government to go much lower? After this week's debacle 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, it's very likely. Government and political parties (mostly the 
democrats) aren't as interested in truth and good government as they are in protecting and 
consolidating their fiefdoms. The Founders thought the best government was the one which governs 
least. 
America is over-governed. 
 
When government grows, liberty yields. George Washington noted, “Government is not reason, it is 
not eloquence - it is force. Like fire it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master; never for a moment 
should it be left to irresponsible action." George Washington would vote for a reckoning for this 
government. 
 
5) Hillary Clinton and the scores of others who aided and abetted her criminality - and theirs - as far 
back as law will allow...they all need to be properly investigated and brought to justice. This includes 
the deep state individuals and the higher-ups, all the way to the top echelons of power. If We the 
People are to have faith in our government, then we must insist on a day of reckoning for these 
individuals. They've set a dishonest precedent which must be addressed. They have a debt to settle 
with We the People. 
 
6) The Constitution states that in order for candidates to be eligible to the Presidency, they must be 
Natural Born American Citizens. This means that, at the time of their birth, they were born to two 
American citizen parents. The Founders felt this was a guard-rail, that any person so qualified would 
most likely have his highest allegiance to America, and not have a divided allegiance. Barack Obama 
was not a Natural Born American Citizen. The democrat party knew full well that he wasn't. In that 
way, Barack Obama's presidency was a precedent-setting stiff-arm to the Constitution, and a fraud. 
He was not America-friendly.  Obama's (and the democrats') deliberate disrespect of the Constitution 
must never be allowed to happen again. The presidency of Barack Obama has a reckoning due. 

 
America is now as divided as it has ever been. And, Socialism is the poison of the day. Conservatism is the 
antidote to Socialism. It is high time Conservatives stand up for America. There are so many reckonings due, 
with so little time. 
 
But, it's high time “We the People” settle all these bills. 

Like our Facebook Page            https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/   

https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/
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October 6, 2018 

Republicans Push 
Back, at Last 
Kavanaugh Confirmed 
On October 1, 2018, TCCR published an article about 
the Kavanaugh Senate Committee hearings. The 
hearings, which took place on September 28th and 
29th, were held in an environment that featured mob rule.                                                                     FB Image 
Certain conclusions were reached. This is a follow-up story to reflect on the events leading up to the 
confirmation and swearing in of Justice Kavanaugh on October 6, 2018. 

On September 29, it was not at all clear as to whether or not the Republicans would defend President Trump’s 
nominee. There was speculation that if the Republicans could not get Kavanaugh confirmed, the 
consequences in the upcoming general election could be severe, losing the House of Representatives and 
perhaps the Senate as well. There are five Republican members of the Senate who have, in the past, 
prevented the GOP from exercising its majority. As the first week of October played out, a most remarkable 
development occurred. The Democrats, in their brutal attack on Kavanaugh, revealed their total disrespect for 
due process, the presumption of innocence and equal justice under the law. The radical left Democrats had 
pushed too far for their sympathetic Republican friends.  

Lindsey Graham, a Senator from South Carolina, forcibly started the process on September 28 with a fiery 
speech denouncing the Democrats behavior. Majority leader, Mitch McConnell, followed through by insisting 
that there would be a floor vote in the first week of October. Then Susan Collins, from Maine, delivered a very 
persuasive speech in the Senate that sealed the deal. 

It is ironic that these three “Liberal Senators” would carry the day and get 
Kavanaugh confirmed. Reports abound that the whole sordid affair has 
motivated Republicans into action. Today, there is speculation that there will 
be a Red Wave in the November general election. 

The Republicans have a long history of accommodating the Democrats. This 
week they discovered that if you push back the world does not come to an end. 

FB Image                                            What does happen is that you Win. Conservatives across the country are 
hopeful that the Republican leadership has learned a valuable lesson. You push back and you WIN. 
Compromise with the radical left leads to failure. The only way to deal with them is to defeat them. 
Like our Facebook Page            https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/   

https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/
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October 7, 2018  

New St. George 
Street Poll Results 
Who is Better for the Country? 

While the US Senate was busy confirming  Kavanaugh 
for the Supreme Court, the Town Crier’s pollsters were 
busy conducting their “St. George Street Poll” in the historic                                                             Photos by TCCR Staff 
district of St. Augustine, Florida. The poll question was, “Who is better for the country, Republicans, 
Democrats or Trump?” The public’s response was as follows: 

Republicans, 28% 

Democrats    11% 

Trump            61% 

The Town Criers, a Committee of the St. Augustine Tea Party, have been assessing the public’s opinion in the 
historic district of St. Augustine since early 2011. The historic district is frequented by visitors from across the 
country and is national in scope. The demographics of the area have permitted the Town Criers to make 
accurate political predictions.  

For example, based on the public’s responses, the Town Criers were able to predict, in January 2012, that Mitt 
Romney would win the Republican nomination for President, but would fail in the national general election. 

The first formal St. George Street poll was conducted on January 31, 2015. The Town Criers had observed that 
the establishment polls varied considerably with the public’s response on St. George Street. As a test, 
discredited Sarah Palin was run against Hillary Clinton with the question, “Who would you prefer for 
President?” The poll results were: Sarah Palin, 74%, Hillary Clinton, 6% and neither, 20%. The poll was run 
again on April 18, 2015, after Clinton announced she was a candidate for president. The results were: 79% for 
Palin, 7% for Clinton and 14% for neither. 

When Donald Trump announced that he was running for President, the Town Criers conducted polls running 
Trump against Bush, Marco Rubio, Ben Carson and Ted Cruz. Trump always outperformed the other 
Republican hopefuls by a considerable margin. For example, on November 11, 2015, it was Trump, 50%, Ben 
Carson, 38%, Jeb Bush, 9%, with 3% preferring none of the listed candidates. The Town Criers also ran Trump 
against Hillary Clinton and others. 
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On February 27, 2016, Trump polled 57%, Clinton, 21% and neither, 22%. Based on the polling, the Town 
Criers were able to predict, accurately, that Donald Trump would be President of the United States and it 
didn’t matter whether the Republicans nominated him or not. 

The St. George Street polls are a face-to-face, random selection. Polls are conducted in a national 
demographic. 

Our latest poll indicates that the public has lost confidence in both political parties and, to a large degree, the 
politicians who make up the leadership of the two parties. It should be remembered that those polled were 
not aware of the Kavanaugh vote taking place in the Senate as we did our poll.  And they were certainly not 
aware of his confirmation. So, this is a good pre-confirmation vote. 

There were people who would not vote for a Republican or Trump because they were Democrats. But they 
could not vote Democrat either, because they did not believe that their party would be good for the country. 
There were also couples who would split their votes between Republican and Trump. It was interesting that 
often the man voted Republican and the woman voted Trump. It should also be noted that many people 
refused to participate on any level. This occurrence makes this poll somewhat unique. 

This poll, like many of the polls we took during the presidential campaign, showed Trump to be the dominant 
figure. The Town Criers are planning to take the same poll again in about a week to assess the Kavanaugh 
confirmation. 

 

 
 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 FB Image 

Trump in Kansas      
Saturday, October 6, 2018, the President went to Topeka, Kansas to engage the public in a political rally. The 
rally was a vestige of the old Tea Party rallies; same people, same music. What was different is that the 
movement has a leader and that leader is clearly Donald J. Trump. Justice Kavanaugh is at the threshold of a 
career on the Supreme Court and President Trump is at a high point in his presidency. 

Like our Facebook Page            https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/   

https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/
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October 23, 2018 

Chairman’s Report 

Blue Wave Red Wave  
An election is coming in a few weeks, which is 
fraught with emotion. The essence of being 
American is in the crosshairs. Both sides are 
predicting victory and are eagerly waiting for 
the showdown at the “OK Corral” on 
November 6, 2018. Red Wave or Blue Wave 
which is it to be? The ideologues see the 
results in terms of extremes, because the         

Photo by TCCR Staff                                                                                                             question at issue is extreme. This is not about 
the election of candidates selected by corrupt executive committees of the two political parties. It is an 
election which will establish whether this nation will remain the “Shining City on the Hill” dedicated to 
protecting the inherent natural rights of individuals, as expressed in the “Declaration of Independence” and 
the “Bill of Rights”. Or will we sink into the tyranny that totalitarian systems inevitably create?  

America, as founded, was an exceptional country. Radical in the extremes, the very concept of self-
government flew in the face of the entire world. The great enlightenment was that people create wealth, not 
governments. Governments exploit wealth. The governments in 1776 were totalitarian in concept. They either 
had kings, dictators or emperors that ruled. Nowhere on the face of the earth did the people have sovereignty. 
“America’s Exceptionalism” is based on that very concept. 

Our 40th President, Ronald Reagan, tried to awaken the nation to the dangers presented by the progressive 
movement. He was surrounded by globalists. George Walker Bush, who would become the 41st President, 
was ever present to betray him. Then the greatest generation’s offspring, those who fought the “Second 
World War” to assure liberty, began surfacing in high offices. Baby-boomer Clinton and George W. Bush come 
to mind. With the eight years of Obama’s rule, we had a continuum of 28 years of corruption and betrayal of 
American principles. The American people recognized the dilemma and they elected Donald J. Trump in the 
general election of 2016. Donald Trump was someone totally rejected by the Washington establishment. To 
acquire the Presidency, Trump had to defeat both parties.  

Now the “Blue Wave” adherents and the “Red Wave” adherents are all busy collecting money for their causes. 
You cannot tell the difference unless you find out who’s paying for the advertisement. They are playing on our 
fear to raise money. But you will remember it was our 45th President of the United States that proved you 
don’t need money to win. He spent the least of any of them.  I would say that is the mark of a good 
businessman. He defeated both the Republican Party and the Democratic Party. Imagine, a businessman is 
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running the country; not lawyers who couldn’t make it practicing law so they resorted to becoming 
lawmakers, more commonly known as politicians. 

I have, for a long time, been unable to vote a straight 
Republican ticket. I have, for a long time, been unable 
to vote on the basis of the least of the two evils. So I am 
not going to vote red in this election in spite of my 50 
plus years as a Republican. I recently spent four years in 
a Republican Executive Committee. I have witnessed 
the corruption firsthand. The Republican Party is not a 
Constitutional party. And that is probably true all the 
way back to Lincoln. And, I cannot vote for Democrat 
candidates because they no longer hold American 
values. Communism is not an American value. It’s a 
concept that came from people who never experienced 
liberty. It was imported from the “Continent of 
Europe”, the continent that many of our forefathers 
and all of our founders escaped from. 

Our 45th President is going about the country asking 
people to support candidates who can help him. I         

FB Image                                                                                      believe that some of the candidates that he 
recommends will, in fact, betray him after they are elected. Reason being, they are bound to the Republican 
Party. Candidate selection in the political parties does not produce honorable men. Perhaps that’s why the 
founding fathers resisted party formation.  

However, I am going to take the advice of my President and I will be voting for Republican candidates who 
have a chance of aiding him in the Congress. A Pelosi-Schumer majority would be a serious restraint on the 
President. It certainly would not help him in 2020. I want him to “Drain the Swamp”, “Build the Wall” and put 
“America First” for the next 6 years. 

Those of you, who know me, know that I never wear a hat. Well that is not exactly true, because as a Town 
Crier, I sometimes wear a “Tri-cornered Hat”, as did the founders of this country. However, this past week, I 
purchased online, a red “Make America Great Again” hat. I urge you to join me in the support of our President. 
I do not believe that the President is a “Constitutionalist”. But I do believe that he loves the values of this 
country and resides in the world of “Common Sense”. As he pursues Common Sense, the President will be 
drawn ever closer to the concept of government that our founding documents prescribe. 

Let us this day damn the “Mob Rule” of democracy and ask for God’s blessing on our American Republic. 

Lance Thate 
SATP Chairman 
Like our Facebook Page            https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/   

https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/
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October 24, 2018 

Tea Party’s 
Candidate 
Forum Huge 
Success 

Photos by TCCR Staff 

On October 23, 2018, the St. Augustine 
Tea Party (SATP) hosted a Candidate 
Forum at the Village Inn in St. 
Augustine, Florida. Seven Candidates, 
pictured above, running for various local 
offices in the St. Augustine area made 

their presentations to a full capacity audience. In addition to the Candidate’s 
presentations, the Tea Party provided two speakers to aid in the upcoming 
election. Rose Bailey made a presentation about the Constitutional Amendments 
which will be on the November 6th ballot. Joshua Warren made a presentation 
about “WalkAway”, a program for alienated Democrats. Noting that some of the 
Tea Party’s Republican members were absent, Tea Party Chairman, Lance Thate, 
commented about a new Republican ‘talking point’ that has been circulating for 
about six months. The talking point suggests that the Tea Parties failed because 

people are afraid of IRS audits if they associate with Tea Party                        Photos by TCCR Staff 

activities. With tongue-in-cheek, the Chairman assured the Candidates that his security had 
advised him that there were no IRS agents in the room. 

“At a time when both political parties are struggling, I find it ironic that our Tea Party has a 
meeting with attendance rivaling the days of our founding,” the Chairman said. He 
continued, “The reason we have remained viable is because the SATP has fiercely fought to 
remain a ‘grassroots organization” with no affiliations to any political organizations.” The 

Photos by TCCR Staff       SATP engages in the issues that most interest the general public. The Chairman’s report was 
critical of both political parties. [The full report is available at www.staugtea.com October 23, 2018] 
 

http://www.staugtea.com/
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Tea Party Forum Exciting; Not Violent 

After the Candidate presentations, a question and answer session was provided. Members of the audience 
could engage any Candidate they chose with questions. It quickly became apparent that the “Tea Party 
Candidate Forum” was not going to be abusive. Nancy Sikes-Kline, a City of St. Augustine Commissioner, 
attended the Tea Party forum. During the question-and-answer session, it became quite clear that the main 
focus of the audience was on the disruptive demonstrations of Ron Rawls in the historic district and the 
“White Supremacist” issue associated with contextualization of Veteran’s Memorials. It was obvious that the 
City Commissioner had encountered a group of people who were intensely interested in these issues as they 
applied to the Cultural War raging in America. 

In fairness to the other Candidates, it was decided that questions for Nancy Sikes-Kline would be suspended, 
and that she would return to a future meeting to address those issues. Nancy Sikes-Kline will be the featured 
speaker at the next SATP open meeting, which will be on November 13, 2018. 

This is not like any other election in recent times. Emotions are high and the potential for shouting matches 
was a real possibility. We can report that the decorum was maintained. The atmosphere of the room 
displayed a mixture of excitement, anxiety and congeniality. Most reported that it was a positive experience 
and that they were glad they had attended. I think it’s safe to say, most would agree, that they will be glad 
when this election is over. Trump is dragging many Republican candidates over the finish line was the 
predominate opinion.   

Photos by TCCR Staff 

Like our Facebook Page            https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/ 
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October 26, 2018 

DeSantis 
Opposes 
Common Core 
By Joe Ryan 

DeSantis Photo                                                         Ron DeSantis is the first candidate seeking statewide office in 
Florida who is against common core. Having Ron DeSantis, as our Governor, is probably the only way we can 
finally stop common core in Florida. Other than, to oppose the sale of common core aligned textbooks  

One reason we still have common core is to flunk third graders if they fail on one of the, end of year, Florida 
State Assessments (FSA). I suppose, traumatizing every third grader, as a failure, for messing up on one test 
may help pad the State's statistics later on; but how accountable can a little third grader actually be?  

The other we reason Florida holds onto common core is to provide the assessment data, to the teacher 
evaluation algorithm called the Value Added Model (or Method) commonly called VAM. The VAM is 
accountability on autopilot, which can fire teachers and close schools if the VAM finds them less compliant to 
the common core standards than their peers.  

If you are a teacher, you probably have an opinion on common core, high stakes testing, and the VAM. There 
are so many studies that have raised important questions about the validity of test-based evaluation and the 
value-added model. Teachers unions, including the Florida Education Association, (FEA) have pointed out the 
problems with the VAM. As a teacher, you, no doubt, could point out your own issues with having your career 
depend on the results of two tests every year. In 2018, the situation, in Florida, is that no one is permitted to 
even raise the question of the VAM's validly, let alone removing it. 

This brings me to the reason I support Ron DeSantis because he said he wants to get rid of what does not work 
in our education system. Of all the candidates that ran for Governor, Ron DeSantis had the highest rating from 
the Stop Common Core Coalition of Florida, with an A. His opponent, Andrew Gillum earned a D. 

As governor, Ron DeSantis gives us the best chance to make changes, up to and including, getting rid of the 
entire common core system. This includes the high stake assessments and the VAM teacher evaluations. Over 



 
 

Page 14 of 16 

  

the years, DeSantis has repeatedly expressed his belief in local control over education, parental involvement in 
education and autonomy for teachers.  

DeSantis is uniquely qualified to break up the good Ol' Boy, crony, network that has been under the thumb of 
Jeb Bush for over two decades. When DeSantis beat Putnam, it signaled an end to Jeb Bush's control over 
Florida's education. In addition, with funding from Bill Gates into Jeb's foundations drying up, so too will their 
influence over Florida's education. 

Maybe now is the time for Floridians to free our kids and our teachers from all the mandates coming from 
Tallahassee and the US Department of Education? Maybe now is the time to keep what works and toss out 
what does not. Maybe now, we can at least, start discussing what is best for our children and the teachers 
who care about them. If you doubt that Florida is still bound to the common core state standards (CCSS), 
check out the Florida Stop Common Core Coalition website for proof. 
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October 31, 2018 

No Cease Fire on 
Halloween 

The Town Criers, a committee of the St. 
Augustine Tea Party, have been engaged in a 
“Cultural War” with the left since the Town 
Crier’s inception in 2011.  

In the observation of the Halloween fun making,                                                                                    Photos by TCCR Staff 

the Town Criers engaged in a depiction of the struggle between the progressive communists and national 
values. There is an attempt to deface the “Confederate Veteran Memorial” in the historic district with white 
supremacy statements. The City Commissioners have agreed to the City Manager’s recommendations of 
defacing the monument with contextualization statements. The Tea 
Party and their ally, Saving Southern Heritage Florida (SSHF), have 
resisted this effort. 

Today there was a statewide demonstration similar to the one 
pictured here. The activity was organized by SSHF. In the photos 
above, the “Grim Reaper” brings death to civil liberties. St. 
Augustine’s Town Criers refuse to yield their “Constitutional 
Liberties”. “Not on our Watch”, is their cry. 
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WE LIVE IN THE LAND OF THE FREE ONLY BECAUSE OF THE BRAVE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Important Notice: those who receive this publication by Email will continue to receive this Report at the end of the month. This 
publication is now on the Saint Augustine Tea Party Website.  Individual articles are being posted as they occur. Also archived issues 
with indexes are available on the Website. For Historic City News readers the Town Crier Committee Report is available by clicking 
the SATP link on their page or go to www.saintaugustineteaparty.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There is a Revolution going on. Come join the Counter Resistance.  Stand up for 
individual Liberty. 
Come join us! We are a small Committee with many tasks to do to preserve Liberty. We are blessed to see the 
awakening of America.     

 Lance L. Thate,    

1. Town Crier Committee Chairman 
Editor and Publisher of the Town Crier Committee Report  
lancethate@Gmail.com  
 
Like our Facebook Page            https://www.facebook.com/towncrier2010/   

 

DEFEND 

LIBERTY 
PLEASE SEND YOUR DONATIONS TO: 

 SAINT AUGUSTINE TEA Party  

PO BOX 4063 ST. AUGUSTINE FL 

32085 

    Donations are not currently deductable. 

 

       Donations 

are not currently deductable. 

 

 

The Goal of Socialism is 

Communism 

 

 

 

 

With the posting of this issue of the Town Crier Committee Report, we 

mark the Fifth Anniversary of this publication. Pictured right, are the 

first members of the Town Crier Committee. The signs shown below 

are the first politically incorrect signs which the Town Criers carried. 

These signs are pretty mild compared to future signs. “The typical Tea 

Party signage was discouraged by our Republican leadership at the 

time. So we got rid of the GOP leadership. The Republican’s reluctance 

to pay attention to the public’s opinion was as prevalent in 2011, as it 

is today,” our Town Criers recalled. The first words ever published, 

were as follows:  

“We welcome you to this first issue of the Town Crier Committee 

Report. In this publication we will strive to keep you informed of the 

activities of the Committee and to make you aware of ways in which 

you can participate. Members of our Committee have for some time 

now been engaging the public on the streets of St Augustine, FL. 

We dress in period clothes and walk the streets while boldly presenting full 

size Gadsden Flags. The sight of Revolutionary period clothing and the 

bright yellow flags give us the opportunity to promote the Tea Party, to 

educate the  public on the values of the Tea Party and the lessons that can 

be learned   from The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of 

the United States, which we pass out as we move among the people. It is 

this one to one                     Photos by TCC Staff October 2011   public contact 

with the people which inspire Committee members to continue their efforts. 

We are blessed to see the awaking of America first hand.” 

These words could have been written yesterday. But in fact, they were 

written in October 2011. Over the last five years, the public has indeed made 

great strides in understanding the dangers we face from domestic 

Totalitarian forces. The Town Criers popularity with the public is as great as 

ever, which tells the members of our committee that the Tea Party is as 

relevant as ever. We are despised by the Democrats, rejected by the 
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